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During 2011 we again had the help of a team of young men from WINZ through 
the ‘Community Max’ Scheme. This straight-forward institution of trading 
work for education and experience worked very well for us and for the young 
men, most of whom went on to permanent employment. Most regrettably 
WINZ has replaced this scheme with something too involved and complicated 
to be of immediate practical benefit for us,  however we are hopeful of working 
with any winners of the new tender process. Watch this space.

Going forward, we continue to have a great partnership with the Hawke’s Bay 
Regional Council in clearing and fencing new areas for planting. We continue 
to purchase our trees from Plant Hawke’s Bay, where Marie Taylor takes great 
satisfaction in delivering Maraetotara valley eco-sourced plants of excellent 
quality. Supporter Turley & Co has begun a process of upgrading our website 
to make it more effective in both providing information and encouraging the 
financial donations that are so very necessary for our river restoration project. 
ATTN! Marketing PR is building the website as a project sponsor. NOW broad-
band will host the MTT website as another sponsor.

My grateful thanks to all who have contributed to our work at the river: the 
students, WINZ workers, volunteers, HBRC, fellow trustees and our Trust of-
ficers. Special congratulations to Kepa Toa on his being awarded the Local 
Councils’ environmental award for 2011.

The Trust and project are in excellent heart and able to plan with great con-
fidence further riverside planting and aftercare in 2012-13.

Alec Olsen | MTT Chair

An Investment in the Future 
Since 2003

Message from the Chair
Planting trees next to a river powered by a capricious climate certainly brings 
forth a few challenges, but we’re still here making a net gain in tree numbers 
and areas protected with fencing. While we have learned to cope with droughts 
and floods, our current challenge is the effect of the wonderful growing sea-
son we seem to be in at the moment. Mother Nature long ago made the rule 
that weeds shall grow faster than any chosen crop, and this is never truer than 
along the Maraetotara River.   Our coordinator Kepa Toa and his helpers have 
been working hard to keep the triffid-like growth at bay. 
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In Memoriam
In Memoriam: Sir Rodney 
Gallen and Paratene Te Huia
two of our Trust’s corner-
stone trustees have recent-
ly passed away.

Para and Sir Rodney were 
both part of the creation of 
the Maraetotara Tree Trust in 
2003 and have helped guide 
the Trust with wisdom and 
dignity since.

When Para attended our 
special days at the river he 
always had fine words of 
support and encourage-
ment for the Trust’s work on 
the ground. His generous 
patronage was valuable, 
and much appreciated by 
his fellow trustees and trust 
officers.

Sir Rodney’s hands-on 
knowledge and leadership 
at all levels helped shepherd 
the Trust through both good 
times and difficult patches. 
His endless patience and 
wonderful faith in mankind’s 
better side helped keep the 
Trust focussed on the posi-
tive aspects of our environ-
ment and our people.
Para and Sir Rodney are 
greatly missed by us all, and 
we offer our sincere sympa-
thy to both families. 
	
Alec Olsen & The MTT Team

Plants of the 
Maraetotara River
	 Medicinal uses

Ti Kouka (cordyline australis)  
Named the cabbage tree for its 
edible centre shoot or heart, 
which as well as being nour-
ishing can help stomach pains, 
diarrhoea and dysentery.  The 
juice of the tree is also good 
for blood disorders.
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Koromiko (hebe spp.)  Used 
for vapour baths.  The bruised 
leaves are heated for use as 
a poultice for ulcers.  Liquid 
from boiled leaves is used as a 
gargle, and also as a cure for 
diarrhoea and dysentery.	

Kowhai (sophora macro-
phylla)  The leaves are used 
as a rub for itching and skin 
diseases.  An infusion of the 
bark with other plants such as 
koromiko and manuka seeds is 
drunk to relieve internal pains. 

Manuka & Kanuka (leptosper-
mum scoparium & kunzea. eri-
coides)  Also known as the red 
and the white Ti trees, respec-
tively. An infusion of the leaves 
will treat kidney and bladder 
complaints, reduce fevers, and 
ease coughing in adults.  The 
bark can cure diarrhoea and 
dysentery.  The seeds can 
be chewed for stomach com-
plaints, or boiled as an effec-
tive poultice for open wounds.  
The leaves and branchlets are 
brewed for tea or beer. 
 
Ngaio (myoporum laetum)  
While the leaves are poison-
ous to animals and humans, 
an infusion of them can be 
rubbed on the skin as an 
insect repellent, and to help 
treat eczema.  The inner bark, 
when rubbed on the gums or 
chewed, helps dental troubles. 
  
 
 	 Kepa Toa |  
	        Project Coordinator   

Koromiko flower

Paratene Te Huia - Photo by Tim Whittaker 

Sir Rodney Gallen - Photo by Pat Turley
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For a PDF copy of this newsletter
by email please contact   

	 vicki@turley.co.nz

Please pass this print copy onto a 
friend. 
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The MTT Team
Chairman - Alec Olsen 

Treasurer - Dick Geenty 

Secretary - Jenifer T Jane 

Trustees - Martin A’ Court

	       Folker Liebenow

                 Hylton McDermott 

	       Raewyn Ricketts

	       Pat Turley

	       Tony Wilson	     

Coordinator - Kepa Toa 

Landcare Advisor - Warwick 

Hesketh, HBRC

Trust Settlor in 2003 - Andy 

Lowe

Valley Landowners 2003-12

Plant Hawke’s Bay since 

2010

Principal Sponsors | 
Supporters
Maraetotara River Valley 
Landowners 2003-2012
Hawke’s Bay Regional Council
Turley & Co www.turley.co.nz
Barnes Mossman
Min. of Social Devel. (WINZ)
Plant Hawke’s Bay
Surveying The Bay
Tim Whittaker Photography
Attn! Marketing PR
NOW Broadband | Calling

Fastway Print

Principal Donors 2011-12
Landcare Foundation
Department of Conservation
Eastern & Central Community 
Trust
Community Foundation HB
Sanderson Trust
Clearview Estate Winery & Res-
taurant

Other Donors 2011-12
Karamu Rotary Club
Concordia Health (Angela Hair)
Langley Twigg Staff Mufti-day
Beards Environmental  
Services
Hawke’s Bay Hunt Inc
Anne Cato & Barbara Francis
Malcolm O’Dwyer
PE Tichinn
Jenifer T Jane

Thank you everyone!The Maraetotara Tree Trust Team  - Photo by Tim Whittaker 

www.maraetotaratreetrust.co.nz 
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Profile | Marie Taylor
Because our native trees 
germinate and grow naturally 
under a canopy, the establish-
ing of such a cover is most 
important. Growing on retired 
farmland adds to the degree of 
difficulty as do the sometimes 
extreme conditions encoun-
tered in the Maraetotara valley. 
Eco-sourcing seeds from within 
the area gives the seedlings 
the very best hope of survival 
and to this end the Trust has 
employed Marie Taylor to col-
lect and grow the trees.

Marie has a Bachelor in Horti-
cultural Science and has had 
experience in seed sourcing 
and growing over many years. 
She has worked as the local 
representative for  QEII Na-
tional Trust  for 15 years, two of 
those in Nelson and the re-
mainder in Hawke’s Bay. 
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Charity No: CC 23200 - P.O. Box 8928, Havelock North 4157Please help us:

I would like to donate:

$300.00

Other amount: 

$100.00 $50.00  

The beautification and restoration of the Maraetotoara River cor-
ridor is dependant on support from our community, please 
donate so we can continue improving this area and water quality 
for the benefit of everyone. 

Name of donor:

Address:  
(for tax receipt)

Email address: 
(for periodic news)

No public acknowledgement for me please

Her knowledge of rare and 
uncommon plants is impres-
sive and she has been in-
volved in re-creating a coastal 
forest in Bay View. 

In 2005 Marie set up her own 
nursery on land leased from 
Landcorp and has grown for 
Hawke’s Bay Regional Coun-
cil, the Living Legends pro-
gramme associated with the 
Rugby World Cup and many 
others including our Trust. 
The business has expanded 
to the stage where she now 
employs Sarah Gordon who 
works with Marie and who is 
also doing her Horticulture 
apprenticeship through Hort 
ITO. 

Marie at Plant Hawke’s Bay 
is contactable on 
(0274) 424 536.

Marie Taylor | Plant Hawkes’s Bay

Community Max workers with Kepa Toa field 
day, 27 Oct 2011. Photo by Hawke’s Bay 

Today.

Flood effects, 27 Apr 2011 Lindisfarne college students releasing trees, 
29 Nov 2011. Photo by Hawke’s Bay Today.
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